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SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 139803 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 PM-04 NSC-05 SS-15 
/054R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SE:EDSMITH/TA 
APPROVED BY EUR/SE:NCLEDSKY 
INR/RWE:SSNOW 

161946Z 095514/62 

P 161614Z JUN 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY ANKARA PRIORITY 

SECRET STATE 139803 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TU, MPOL 

SUBJECT: RESIGNATION OF TURKISH GROUND FORCES COMMANDER 
ERSUN 

DEPARTMENT HAS SEEN INTELLIGENCE AND PRESS REPORTS BUT WOULD 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY EVALUATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING TO 
SUDDEN RESIGNATION OF ERSUN AND ANALYSIS OF PRESENT AND 
FUTURE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THIS DEVELOPMENT AS WELL 
AS LARGER QUESTION OF MILITARY ROLE IN POLITICAL PROCESS. 
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